
Dear Diary,

As I walked down the beach in Dorset 
with my brother Joe, something odd 
caught his eye. When we looked closer, 
we could see it was a skull sticking 
out of a rock. I got my hammer and 
started to chip away at the rock until 
we uncovered a skeleton. It looked like 
a crocodile but I later found out that 
we had found the very first fossil of 
a dinosaur that lived in the sea. I am 
going to go fossil hunting every day now 
with my dog, Tray. I cannot wait to see 
what I will find.

Love from Mary
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Questions
1.	 Number these facts from 1–3 to show the 

order they appear in the text. 
   Mary Anning got her hammer. 
   Mary and Joe Anning walked down 	

        the beach. 
   Mary and Joe Anning uncovered a  

	      skeleton.

2.	 What do you think Mary and Joe Anning 
did with the fossil? 
�
�  
�

3.	 Why might Mary Anning be excited to 
find more fossils? 
�  
�  
�

4.	 What was Mary Anning’s dog called? 

�

visit twinkl.comvisit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/ks1-marvellous-mammals-60-second-reads-activity-pack-t-e-1693231707


Answers
1.	 Number these facts from 1–3 to show the 

order they appear in the text. 
2    Mary Anning got her hammer. 
1    Mary and Joe Anning walked down 	

        the beach. 
3    Mary and Joe Anning uncovered a  

	      skeleton.

2.	 What do you think Mary and Joe Anning 
did with the fossil? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
they shared the fossil with experts so 
they could find out more about it.

3.	 Why might Mary Anning be excited to 
find more fossils? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Mary  
Anning might be excited to find more  
fossils so that she can learn more 
about dinosaurs.

4.	 What was Mary Anning’s dog called? 
Mary Anning’s dog was called Tray.
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